j0     A MESSAGE FROM THE UNCONSCIOUS
was probably, at Eton or Harrow; and when I was
inhaling bad air and powder smoke in a Butte copper
mine, he was probably " up " at Oxford.
It is very necessary, however, that no erroneous
conclusions are formed at this point, and that the
psychology of the situation in question is properly
apprehended. As a matter of fact, I have no idea as
to what my conscious thoughts were at the particular
interview in question. Probably, I didn't have any
that were sufficiently distinct to lend themselves to
either expression or definition. Nevertheless, it is
quite obvious (by reason of the dream experience that
was stimulated by the Incident) that some very strong
unconscious emotions were stirred into activity; and
some form of aroused emotional trend is the motivating
influence in every dream.
As previously stated, dream solutions are not things
about which one cares to shout as a rule; but I have to
go on with this personal experience in order to make the
lesson clear.
If the true thoughts of that great unconscious mind
of mine could have been read at the time of the inter-
view with the gentleman to whom I have referred, they
would very likely be somewhat to the following effect:
ft Yes, you have gone through Oxford all right * and
you certainly have both ability and polish. But have
you got very much farther along in the world than I
have, after all ? Even if your education did cost your
father a couple of thousand pounds or so, at the least,
have your benefits in life been proportionately high?
Oa the contrary, I am not sure but that, in some things
at least, I have greater accomplishments than rou have;
and if I have been able to do all this while dimbing up